
deal of attention, its papers and discussions being
universally quoted. It enjoys the reputation of
being one of the most scientific and active organiza-
tions in this country. The papers represent advanced
thought in both gynecology and obstetrics. At its
meetings the results of original research are reported.
The discussions are free and spirited, as might be
expected, when they are participated in by such men

as Joseph Price, Joseph Eastman, L. S. McMurtry,
C. A. L. Reed, A. Vander Veer, W. E. B. Davis,
Robert T. Morris, James F. W. Ross, H. W. Long-
year, J. D. Griffith, and others equally prominent.

The Association is called to order promptly on

time at every session ; the members are not restricted
to time in debate, and there is a notable absence of
the "mutual admiration" element in the discussions.

The profession are cordially invited to attend the
meeting by the Chairman of the Committee of
Arrangements, Dr. J. B. Murphy.

THE AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION.
This Association which now includes in its mem-

bership representatives from the whole of North
America, will this year meet in Denver, Colo., Octo-
ber 1, 2, 3 and 4. The Local Committee of Arrange-
ments, of which Dr. Henry Sewall is chairman, and
fifty-three other doctors, two United States Senators,
the Mayor, the Governor, the Chief Justice of the
State, six Judges, four ex-Governors, a member of
Congress, forty-four other prominent citizens and the
Ladies' Reception Committee, are the other members,
have prepared a very handsome program. The illumi-
nated cover and well executed illustrations are works
of art. One can scarcely glance at this elaborate
setting forth of the beauties of Colorado, without a

desire to attend the meeting, participate in its exer-

cises and see the glorious scenery for which Colorado
is famous.

The usual reduction of railway fares has been
promised.

Is the Journal Too Good ?
Marienville, Pa., July 29, 1895.

To the Editor:\p=m-\The more one sees of The Journal (big
capitals in The, please,) the more satisfaction there is in see-

ing it all, from title page to finis, of the highest order. The
profession ought to be proud of it. Personally,I amwilling
to add 50 per cent, to the annual dues, if necessary, to keep
it up to the highest point in medical journalism.
There is a point, however, worth noting. In a conversa-

tion with Trustee Dr. E. E. Montgomery, at the Philadelphia
meeting, I said the only criticism I heard now about the
Journal was that "it was too good." There is more than
"something" in that. The Journal wants a big circulation.
It can't reach all classes\p=m-\andthere are classes and classes
in the profession\p=m-\bya series of articles that are so good as
to be exclusive to all but well posted M.D.'s. The editor, of
course, desires to be a lift and help to all that come within

range. In this view, it is worth while considering if a col¬
umn or two could not be set aside for notes, queries and
brief articles on treatment exclusively. This or some other
way that will bring the Journal in touch with all classes, or
as one might put it, the mass of the profession. However,
as things are going now, the man who has a bound volume
of the Journal at the end of this year, will have a fund of
information that he can't get in any $7 to $10 "Practice" on

the market, to say nothing of surgery, etc. "Here's to you !"
"Palmam qui meruit ferat." Very truly yours,

S. S. Towler, M.D.

A Way to Increase the Membership.
Huntingdon, Pa., Sept. 16, 1895.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Willyou please send to my address about
twenty-five blank applications for membership in the
American Medical Association?
It seems to me, if some member, treasurer or secretary of

each county medical society would distribute to each mem-

ber of their society a blank application for membership in
the American Medical Association, telling them also that
in connection with their certificate of membership they
would receive a weekly journal of medicine which is second
to none in the United States, that there would be a larger
ingathering of membership to the Association. It is for this
purpose that I desire the blanks, and if you have any sur-

plus copies of the Journal I think I could use them to good
advantage. Yours respectfully, G. G. Harman, M.D.
We have printed the foregoing letter, although it was not

intended for publication, as it contains a valuable suggestion
for secretaries of societies who desire to help enroll Ameri-
can physicians in the membership of the Great Association.

Not in the Chromo Business.
Springfield, Ill., Sept. 9,1895.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Iam in receipt of an offer, from a New York
firm of medical publishers, which seems to me a stroke of en-
terprise that you might emulate. They will send me their
journal (a weekly like our own) four months free, together
with a copy of a standard medical work, price $5, and will
give unlimited credit if I become a subscriber to the afore-
said journal.
Now, will you tell me what earthly show our Journal

stands in competition with this kind of push?
As one of the stockholders of the Journal of the Ameri-

can Medical Association I feel that I have a right to protest
against your old-fogy methods. You are too conservative
and dignified. Haven't you got a chromo concealed some-
where about the premises that you might offer for a new sub-
scriber? Or why not give a bicycle and the Journal free for
a year to any one who will take it out of the postoffice?
Possibly you think the Journal worth its subscription

price, and undoubtedly it is. But if we are to give it a circu¬
lation commensurate with its value we, the present sub¬
scribers who are its owners, must do something to counter¬
act these efforts of the medical book publishers to monopo¬
lize the periodical field.
If you will send me one or two sample copies each week for

a month or so,I will see what I can do among the profession
here. And if each of us will do the same, Ì think we can
offset the gift enterprise business pretty effectually.

Yours for our own Journal, F. W. R.

Examination of Water for Sanitary and Technic Purposes. By
Henry Leffmann, A.M., M.D., Ph.D. Philadelphia: P.
Blakiston, Son & Company. Third Edition. 1895.
Dr. Beam, who was associated with Dr. Leffmann in the pub-

lication of the earlier editions, is now permanently residing in
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a distant land and has severed his connection with the work
and turned over his copyright privileges to his former associ-
ate. The new edition contains little that is not in the second
edition. The spelling of certain words has been changed, so
that we now have chlorin, chlorid, technic, analytic, etc.
From the table of contents we would infer that there was a
considerable alteration in the text, but on examination we
find merely a rearrangement of the matter. A few para-
graphs have been added under the heading of Biologic
Examinations and their Interpretation. For instance, cita-
tion is made of Vaughan's culture of the bacteria of water
at 38 degrees C., to exclude all growths except those that
flourish at the body temperature. The Franklands are cited
on the differentiation of the typhoid bacillus, and several
methods are briefly stated from the works of various exper¬
imenters for the detection of the spirillum of cholera. The
sand filters at Lawrence, Mass., are described. The author,
however, is not accurate in all of his statements, as, for in¬
stance, on page 103, where he appears to consider that the
object of the convention of bacteriologists lately held in
New York city was merely to secure a consensus of opinion
among bacteriologists as to the most satisfactory method
of microbe counting. However, the book has its uses, and
with exceptions noted is of considerable value.
The Diseases of Personality. By Th. Ribot, Professor of Com¬
parative and Experimental Psychology in the College of
France. Authorized translation, second revised edition.
Pp. 163. Chicago: The Open Court Publishing Company.
Price, cloth, 75c ; paper, 25c. 1895.
This book is one of a series of psychologic phantasies which

have been published from time by the Open Court Company.
Professor Ribot first published his studies of the diseases of
personality in Paris, 1884. The fact that the book passed
through four editions gives ample proof of its value to
psychologists.
The work is divided into four chapters devoted to Organic

Disorders, Affective Disorders, Disorders of the Intellect,
Dissolution of Personality, respectively.
The author gives a number of observations of cases of

spontaneous alterations of the "Ego," which hë thinks to
be a more rational basis for the study of the morbid mani¬
festations of personality. His deductions from a psychologic
standpoint are clear, logical and concise, and will be read
with profit by those interested in this branch of science, and
familiar with its peculiar phraseology.

NEW INSTRUMENTS.
A NEW NEEDLE HOLDER.

The above drawing illustrates a needle holder which I
have found more convenient than any other which I have
heretofore used. The handle is of such size and shape that
it can be firmly grasped by the hand. The two rings on the
lower half of the handle are for the tips of the middle and
third fingers, and the instrument is easily opened by grasp¬
ing the upper half of the handle between the bases of the
thumb and index finger and simply opening the hand. Two
pieces of copper are set between the jaws, insuring the
needle against slipping.

In getting rid of the spring and lock, we are rid of parts
which often annoy by getting out of order and retard our

work. The grooved steel jaw is also often troublesome by
,breaking needles or tilting them in the wrong direction

when they are firmly grasped. I believe that much more

rapid work can be done with this instrument than with any
other with which I am acquainted.
The figure is one-half the exact size of the holder, and

was made for me by Sharp & Smith of Chicago.
Jno. Madden, M.D.

63 and 64 Sentinel Building, Milwaukee. Wis.

PUBLIC HEALTH.
In Honor of Jenner.—In order to fitly commemorate the

centenary of vaccination, which will occur in May, 1896, the
National Health Society of Russia is organizing an ambi¬
tious program. It proposes to offer four prizes for the best
works on vaccination ; to collect and furnish materials fora
history of the practice in Russia and Western Europe ; to
publish a Russian translation of Jenner's works, with his
biography and portrait ; to give an exhibition of objects
connected with vaccination and to hold a commemorative
meeting on the day of the centenary, May 12. Dr. Vladimir
Hubert will edit the history of the great discovery.
Oleomargarine and Natural Butter.—In order to determine

the relative digestibility of oleomargarine and natural but¬
ter, Dr. Adolph Jolies (Sitzbericht: Kaiseri, Académie in Wien,
6th März, 1894) has carried out a long series of observations
on dogs fed during four consecutive periods with natural
butter and with margarine. All other things being equal, it
was found that from 97 to 98 per cent, of the fatty matter
was uniformly digested, whether it was butter or margarine
which was used. During the first and third period, while
butter was given, 98.4 and 97.1 per cent ; during the second
and fourth, while margarine was used, 97.9 and 97.3 per cent
of the fatty matter given was digested. It thus appeared in
this experiment, where proper care was taken to have all
the conditions similar, that natural butter and manufac¬
tured margarine had practically identical coefficients of
digestibility and nutritive value.1
Lofty Stature versus Long Life.—A writer in the National

Popular Review has been investigating the age period at death
of those abnormally tall individuals who are classed as

"giants," and believes he has found that all who measure

over six and one-half feet have been short in their life's span.
He is of opinion that there is sure to be some failing link in
the physiologic chain of these abnormal beings; and this,
too, independently of any of those moral inadequacies which
too often exist and help to precipitate an early downfall or
breakdown. He further says :

"As a rule, giants are not long lived. They have too many
gauntlets to run. Being giants—that being anything over
six feet six—they naturally drift into the show business and
are thenceforth incarcerated in vans, close rooms and in the
dingy and effluvia-laden air of the exhibition room. Their
not over-resisting lungs here inhale the combined effluvia
and aroma that arises from the lungs, skin and not over-
clean or over-well aired clothes of their many admirers, all
of which is not conducive to either health or to long life. It
would seem reasonable to believe that a giant—be he seven
or ten feet tall—who is well formed, and who has every
organ in a just proportion to his bulk, should live as long as
a small man or as long as his heredity might otherwise per¬
mit. Reasoning theoretically, this would seem probable,
but when we come to analyze the subject and compare the
actual facts we find that something or other always goes
wrong, and, owing to many an "if," we find that our giant
dies early, as a rule. Some one organ goes wrong, and
the great machine comes to a stop, or some organ does not
keep pace with the rest of the increase in bulk, and he goes

1 Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Sept. 12, 1895.
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